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Foreword

n a society charachterized by strong gender asym-

metry even the slightest deviation from established

gender norms may trigger violence and discrimina-

tion. In such societies LBT (Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender) women usually constitute one of the most
vulnerable groups; Its members are victims of double dis-
crimination — based on their biological sex and on their
sexual orientation/gender identity.

Despite this, LBT women remain one of the most “invis-
ible“ groups in our society. The reason for this —alongside
with the high level of homophobia in the society and low
level of social and political activity of LBT women -is that
LBT issues are rarely discussed in the context of women’s
rights or human rights and that homophobia is not consid-
ered a serious social problem. Taking this reality into con-

sideration, one of the main goals of Women’s Initiatives
Supporting Group — alongside with the empowerment
of LBT women — is the mainstreaming of LBT issues in
women'’s and human rights’ context.

In 2012 with the support of MATRA program, Women’s
Initiatives Supporting Group planned and implemented
two important one-week campaigns. One of them was
dedicated to March 8 and the other to the IDAHO (Interna-
tional Day against Homophobia and Transphobia). Differ-
ent activities, such as: flash-mobs, photo exhibitions, the
week of thematic movie screenings, round table discus-
sions etc, were planned and carried out. In this catalogue,
you can find the photographic work of different authors,
which was presented on the exhibitions organized within
the frames of the abovementioned two campaigns.
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A Room of One’s Own

ll woman must have money and a room

of her own if she is to make something

worthy” wrote Virginia Woolf in her

outstanding essay “A Room of One’s

Own*“. Almost a hundred years have passed since this

essay was published. Many things have changed since

then but a woman'’s psychological and financial inde-

pendence, her place in private and public sphere are

still one of the actual issues in today’s modernized
world.

The availability of education and public life for wom-

en do not automatically rule out the accent on woman'’s

“natural and primary duty” of being a wife and a moth-

er. The burden of responsibilities has doubled and no
one has cared about the fair distribution of this weight.
The sexualized images of a seductive woman and those
of an eternal mother are now projected on the same
body, the same icon.

In Georgia, where the secondary modernization
project is being carried out without a particular suc-
cess, the separate social groups are making their first
steps towards the establishment of their place in pub-
lic sphere. The photo contest announced by Women'’s
Initiatives Supporting Group (WISG), as a part of the
March 8 campaign - “Free Women'’s Rights” aimed to
reflect women’s own place in private or public space.
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Salome Tsopurashvili - “Black Queen of Chess*
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Natalia Mchedlishvili - Three Women
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Salome Tsopurashivli - Alice Follows the Rabbit
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Nino Baidauri - A mirror of one’s own
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Dato Abramishvili - Untitled
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Dea Sanadze
Empty Spaces
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Bichka Cheishvili - From the Window
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Manana Svanidze - “Untitled”
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Liza Niniashvili - Forgotten
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Manana Svanidze - Untitled
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Keta Ghvinepadze - ,,Fade Out”
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Keta Ghvinepadze - “Standing on the edge®
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Nika Begashvili - “| don’t get how women should be less worth then men, should be harder working then men“
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Magdalina Mititanidi - “Sexism*“
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Austeja Tavoraite - “Blossoming”

In my understanding, the woman needs her own space, her own area where she can create and open herself and then you see that she is
blossoming. | think this was Virginia Woolf’s main idea.

Woman has her own world inside and as it is more sensitive you need to give it time and space, you need to be on your own if you want to
understand yourself. And only when you have this silence you are ready to enlight. You don’t need bright accessories or bright eyes to be
important. You need to give yourself an empty space that you could talk inside. This process is so natural and true that you see it blossom-
ing so naturally.

( You | was always using for women)
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Luk Chkhaidze - “It’s not my home*“
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Tatia Shavgulidze - In Spite Of This
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Erekle Sologhashvili - Working Room Of One’s Own
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IDAHO
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IDAHO

ince 2005, May 17 is celebrated in many coun-
tries as the International Day against Homo-
phobia and Transphobia — IDAHO. The celebra-
tion is dedicated to the decision of the World
Health Organization, to remove homosexuality from the
list of mental disorders, when on May 17, 1990 it amend-
ed the “International Classification of Disease”. The cam-
paigns dedicated to IDAHO and celebrated in different
countries all over the world, have one common goal - to
express solidarity to LGBT people and protest against
violence towards them. This year Women’s Initiatives
Supporting Group (WISG) celebrated the date with an
entire week of activities dedicated especially to the In-

ternational Day against Homophobia and Transphobia.

The photo exhibition, which constituted a part of the
IDAHO week, presented two series of photographic
work by several authors. One of the series was called
“Join Us” prepared by Stray Cat. Photos represented the
symbolic chain of people united against homophobia.
The second series of photographs showed Anti-Hom-
ophobic slogans written on different body parts - like
tattoos. This kind of depersonalized, grouped and, at
the same time, fragmented protest depicts and ironi-
cally echoes the situation our society is in at the mo-
ment, that is, on the edge between group protest and
personal riot.
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Join Us —
Stop Homophobia
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“WISG Against Homophobia“
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Tatuli Tsereteli-

“The important

thing is not the
object of love,

but love itself”
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Tatuli Tsereteli -, There is just one life for each of us, our own“
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“Thinking outside the Box“
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Tatuli Tsereteli - “Homophobia is a social disease”
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“Labels are for clothing. Labels are not for people”
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“Straight But Not Narrow*
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“Hate Free Zone“
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“Love is Love“
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“Homophobia

. . 3
is violence
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“Nothing’s Real But Love“
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“Hate is easy.

Love takes

courage”.
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WISG is a non-governmental, non-profit-making or-
ganization working on women’s rights in Georgia. It was
founded in 2000 and started to work on the issue of homo-
phobia in 2002. Since 2003, WISG has been working on
research and analysis of homophobic hate speech in Geor-
gian media. Since 2005, its women'’s rights program has
been focusing on LBT (lesbian, bisexual and transgender)
women’s empowerment in Georgia.

49






